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Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: This series consists of accounts submitted by the Canal
Commissioners for audit by the Comptroller's office. It
includes original contracts made by the Commissioners for
the Construction of the Erie and Champlain Canals with their
locks, feeders, aqueducts, etc., accompanied by contractors'
receipts for payment; check rolls for labor submitted by
Superintendents of construction; abstracts and vouchers of the
principal engineers and their assistants; and various documents
relating to canal finances.

Creator: New York (State). Canal Commissioners

Title: Contracts and accounts for construction and repair

Quantity: 11 cubic feet

Inclusive  Date: circa 1817-1828

Series: A1125

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative History

Chap. 295, Laws of 1816, provided for the appointment of Canal Commissioners who were
empowered to employ agents, engineers, and other persons, and to expend money for building
a canal between the Hudson River and Lake Erie. Chap. 124, Laws of 1819, required the
Canal Commissioners to settle accounts with the Comptroller on January 15 of each year,
submitting abstracts and vouchers for all expenditures. Chap. 26, Laws of 1829, required the
acting Canal Commissioner to take duplicate receipts for all money spent. Chap. 401, Laws of
1825, empowered Commissioners to enter into contracts for building and repairing the canal.
The office was made permanent by Chap. 302, Laws of 1817.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Scope and Content Note

This series consists of accounts submitted by the Canal Commissioners for audit by the
Comptroller's office. It includes original contracts made by the Commissioners for the
Construction of the Erie and Champlain Canals with their locks, feeders, aqueducts, etc.,
accompanied by contractors' receipts for payment; check rolls for labor submitted by
Superintendents of construction; abstracts and vouchers of the principal engineers and their
assistants; and various documents relating to canal finances.

Many of the papers were filed in small drawers labeled with the name of the Commissioner and
the numbers of the documents within. (Most are for Henry Seymour, a few are for William C.
Bouck, Myron Holley, and Samuel Young.) Others were bundled in red tape and labeled in a
mid 19th century hand; others are completely disorganized. After 1827 the various documents
in this series were filed separately.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Information

Related Material

A1267Series A1267, Accounts of monies paid to contractors and others for construction,
repair, and enlargement of Erie and Champlain canals, contains summary accounts of
contracts for the construction of the Erie and Champlain Canals

A1086Series A1086, Account of expenditures for constructing Champlain Canal, includes
summary accounts for the construction of the Champlain Canal only

A1126Series A1126, Abstracts and vouchers of expenditures, contains additional
documents relating to payments by Canal Commissioners.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Other Finding Aids

Available at Repository

Container list and item list are available at the repository.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of the material.

Items Online

Contracts and accounts for construction and repair, circa 1817-1828

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Series B1886, Obsolete index to canal records, may have formally indexed this series at one
time.

Processing Information

Account and Receipt of Brigham Young with Canal Superintendent R. Matson for Painting
Structures on the Erie Canal, November 27, 1825. This item was removed from the series
(box 3) for preservation because of its unique historical value.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Access Terms

• Champlain Canal (N.Y.)
• Erie Canal (N.Y.)
• New York (State)
• Accounts
• Canals--Maintenance and repair
• Canals--Finance
• Constructing canals
• Maintaining
• Contracts
• Canals--Contracts and specifications
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• Canals
• Constructing
• Canals--Design and construction
• New York (State). Department of Audit and Control
• New York (State). Comptroller's Office
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