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Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: Three oversized volumes record bounty payments disbursed
by the Paymaster General's Office between 1863 and 1866 as
authorized by legislation of 1863. Soldiers were paid different
bounties according to the length of time they had served in
regiments.

Creator: New York (State). Paymaster General's Office

Title: Ledgers pertaining to bounties authorized by Chapter 184, Laws
of 1863

Quantity: 1 cubic foot

Quantity: 3 volumes

Inclusive  Date: 1863-1866

Bulk  Date: (bulk 1863-1864)

Series: A4139

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Volumes 1 and 2: by regiment number or synonym, then chronological by date of sentence.

Volume 3: alphabetical by first letter of last name, then by branch of service (infantry, cavalry,
artillery).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

Three oversized volumes record bounty payments disbursed by the Paymaster General's Office
between 1863 and 1866 as authorized by legislation of 1863.

This statute stipulated that all soldiers who had enlisted in New York State regiments since
November 1, 1862 were entitled to a bounty of seventy-five dollars. Soldiers who had served
two years in regiments organized under legislation passed April 16, 1861 and who re-enlisted
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for two years were entitled to one hundred and fifty dollars. Those soldiers who re-enlisted for
one year received a fifty dollar bounty. The administration of this statute, as well as previous
and subsequent legislation dealing with bounties, was entrusted to the Paymaster General's
Office.

Information provided for each entry in volumes one and two consists of date of payment, name,
company, date, amount, and total. The date and amount categories are repeated because
soldiers often did not receive their entire bounty at once. Frequently a portion of the bounty was
paid upon enlistment or re-enlistment and the balance paid at a later date. The information in
volume three differs slightly in that it provides only regiment number and omits company letter.
From the title of this volume, "List of Partial Payments for all Regiments for 1863 and 1864," it
appears this volume was originally intended to record only partial bounty payments. However,
many entries contain the dates and amounts of subsequent payments made as late as 1866.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Information

Related Material

A4159Series A4159, Register of Bounty Claims

A4161Series A4161, Bounty Payment Register

A4164Series A4164, Register of Bounty Applications and

A4165Series A4165, Register of Men Claiming Bounty Money Due, all contain additional
records concerning bounty claims and payments.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Other Finding Aids

Available at Repository

Volumes 1 and 2 each contain an index detailing on which pages specific units can be
found.

Volume list is available at the repository.
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Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this material.

Access Terms

• Military history
• United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865
• Disbursing
• New York (State)--History--Civil War, 1861-1865
• Accounting
• Bounties, Military
• Soldiers
• Ledgers (account books)
• New York (State). Military Department
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