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Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: This series consists of annual reports of the Board of Managers
(later Board of Visitors) of the New York State Lunatic
Asylum (successor Utica State Hospital). Each annual report
includes reports from the Board of Managers Treasurer and
Superintendent. The reports discuss conditions, progress,
notable events or changes, fiscal status, statistics on patients by
various factors (age, occupation, nativity, etc.), descriptions of
the facilities.

Creator: Utica State Hospital (N.Y.)

Title: Annual reports

Quantity: 2.6 cubic feet

Quantity: 58 volumes

Inclusive  Date: 1843-1964

Series: B1479

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Chronological.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

B1479-96: This series consists of bound volumes of annual reports of the Board of Managers
(1843-1926) and the Board of Visitors (1926-1942) of the New York State Lunatic Asylum
(later Utica State Hospital). As required over the years, the reports were transmitted to the
legislature (1843-1895); to the State Commission on Lunacy (1896-1911); to the State Hospital
Commission (1912-1926); or to the Department of Mental Hygiene (1927-1942). Chapter 135
of the Laws of 1842 organized the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica and amended earlier statutes
relating to the safe-keeping of lunatics and their estates.
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Each annual report contains a report from the Board of Managers, an abstract of the
Treasurer's report, and a report of the superintendent. The report from the Board of Managers
provides general information and recommendations regarding conditions, progress, and
comments concerning notable events or changes at the institution. The report of the Treasurer
consists of an itemized summary of receipts and payments. The Superintendent's report
contains statistics describing numbers and conditions of patients admitted, discharged,
and remaining; numbers of patients by counties of origin; sources of patient support; total
and average weights of patients; ages; ages when insanity commenced; civil conditions;
occupations; places of nativity; and supposed causes of insanity.

Also included are reports of the superintendent on recent mental health studies and theories
of causes of mental illness; definitions and classifications of insanity; observations of typical
and unusual cases; descriptions of the facilities, operations, and business of the institution; and
laws passed by the legislature relative to insane persons.

B1479-98: This accretion consists of 22 paperbound annual reports. Unlike the original
accession, each volume covers a single year.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Other Finding Aids

Available at Repository

B1479-96: Volume list.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of the material.
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Administrative Information

Custodial History

B1479-96: These records were transferred to the State Archives on September 16, 1996
from Mohawk Valley Psychiatric Center.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Access Terms

• Oneida County (N.Y.)
• Administering psychiatric hospitals
• Mentally ill--Commitment and detention
• Psychiatric hospitals
• Mentally ill--Care--New York (State)
• New York (State)
• Mental health facilities--New York (State)
• Monitoring state government institutions
• Reports
• Utica (N.Y.)
• Mental illness--Treatment--New York (State)
• Annual reports
• Psychiatric hospital patients--New York (State)
• New York (State). State Lunatic Asylum
• New York (State). Office of Mental Health
• New York (State). Department of Mental Hygiene
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