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New York State Supreme Court of Judicature (Utica) Writs of Dower J5013

Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: This series consists of writs of dower, issued under seal of the
Supreme Court, which ordered a sheriff to command the tenant
of real estate to render unto the widow of its previous owner the
one third dower right due to her, and to summon him to appear
before the court if he refused to do so.

Creator: New York (State). Supreme Court of Judicature (Utica)

Title: Writs of dower

Quantity: 0.4 cubic feet

Quantity: 1 box

Inclusive  Date: 1824-1829

Series: J5013

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

Writs of dower issued under seal of the Supreme Court ordered a sheriff to command the
tenant of real estate to render unto the widow of its previous owner the one third dower right
due to her, and to summon him to appear before the court if he refused to do so.

On the dorso of the writ is the sheriff's certificate of service upon the tenant and of proclamation
of the summons at the door of the church nearest the property in dispute. The names of the
two summoners are stated. The writ is usually a writ of dower "unde nil habet", "from which she
has nothing," i.e., no part of her dower was delivered to her within the forty-day limit specified
by law. The seldom-used writ of right of dower commanded a tenant to deliver the dower, part
having been delivered. Besides these writs, this series includes one example each of a writ of
a grand cape, ordering a sheriff to seize the dower share which the tenant has refused to yield
up; and a report of commissioners in admeasurement of dower, which describes the premises
to be delivered to the widow.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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New York State Supreme Court of Judicature (Utica) Writs of Dower J5013

Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this material.

Administrative Information

Custodial History

The Court of Appeals placed these records on deposit at the Historic Documents Collection,
Queens College, from 1973-1982.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Access Terms

• Adjudicating
• Women--Legal status, laws, etc.
• Writs
• Courts
• Judicial records
• Real property
• Dower
• New York (State)
• New York (State). Court of Appeals
• New York (State). Supreme Court of Judicature
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