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Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: This series consists of petitions to a Supreme Court justice,
commissioner, or judge of a court of common pleas for
appointment of a guardian for an infant-defendant, or a next
friend (prochein ami) for an infant-plaintiff (a minor could not
appear in court).

Creator: New York (State). Supreme Court of Judicature (Geneva)
Title: Orders for appointment of guardian or next friend
Quantity: 0.4 cubic feet

Inclusive Date: 1829-1847

Series: J5026
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Scope and Content Note

This series consists of petitions to a Supreme Court justice, commissioner, or judge of a
court of common pleas for appointment of a guardian for an infant-defendant, or a next friend
(prochein ami) for an infant-plaintiff (a minor could not appear in court).

The petition states the age of the infant and summarizes the cause to which he or she is a
party. Causes involved matters such as slander, negligence, assault, recovery or partition of
lands, promissory notes, breach of promise to marry, and so on. Accompanying the petition are:
the signed consents of the person designated to be the guardian or next friend; the affidavit of
a court officer attesting to the signatures of the infant and guardian or next friend; and the order
admitting the guardian or next friend to appear for the infant in court. Appointment of guardians
or next friends was governed by legislation of 1829.
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Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this material.

Administrative Information

Custodial History

The Court of Appeals placed these records on deposit at the Historical Documents
Collection, Queens College, from 1972-1982.
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Access Terms

*  Adjudicating

e Courts

e Judicial records

«  Affidavits

* New York (State)

» Petitions

»  Debtor and creditor
e Crime

* Real property
 Orders

*  Children--Legal status, laws, etc.

*  Criminals

*  Guardian and ward

* New York (State). Supreme Court of Judicature
* New York (State). Court of Appeals
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