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Overview of the Records

Repository: New York State Archives

Summary: As part of its investigation, the Joint Legislative Committee to
Investigate Seditious Activities (known as the "Lusk Committee"
for its chairman Clayton R. Lusk) collected a large quantity of
material published in Europe and the United States. These
publications (mostly pamphlets) relate to individuals and
organizations involved with organized labor, Socialism,
Bolshevism, and other movements suspected of radical
activities. English and foreign language publications are included
in the series.

Creator: New York (State). Legislature. Joint Legislative Committee to
Investigate Seditious Activities

Title: Joint Legislative Committee to Investigate Seditious Activities
suspected radical propaganda file

Quantity: 10.9 cubic feet

Quantity: 31 microfilm rolls 35mm

Inclusive  Date: 1890-1919

Series: L0036

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into eleven sections by format of material or language.

Section 1, English Language Pamphlets, ca. 1890-1919, 2 cubic feet:alphabetical by topic or
name of writer.

Section 2, Russian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, 2 cubic feet:arranged first by country
of publication (either the United States or Russia), then alphabetical by name of writer.

Section 3, Ukrainian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, 1 cubic foot:no arrangement.

Section 4, Lithuanian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, 1 cubic foot:no arrangement.

Section 5, Yiddish and Lettish (Latvian) Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, 1 cubic foot:no
arrangement.
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Section 6, Miscellaneous Foreign Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, 1 cubic foot:arranged
roughly by language.

Section 7, Translated Abstracts of Foreign Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, approximately
40 items:alphabetical by topic.

Section 8, Translated Abstracts of Foreign Language Newspapers, ca. 1900-1919, 0.5 cubic
foot:alphabetical by name of newspaper.

Section 9, Suspected Radical Periodicals File, ca. 1900-1919, approximately 30 items:no
arrangement.

Section 10, Suspected Radical Broadsides, Circulars, and Leaflets File, ca. 1900-1919,
approximately 100 items:arranged roughly by topic.

Section 11, Suspected Radical Books File, ca. 1900-1919, 35 items:no arrangement.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

This series consists of an important collection of propaganda materials gathered by the
committee during its investigation of radical individuals and organizations in the years following
World War I. The series contains approximately 1,500 printed items, including 1,200 English
and foreign language pamphlets. This collection is a significant resource for examining the
development of socialist thought and action during the early part of the century.

The committee was very concerned with the staggering amount of supposed revolutionary
propaganda being produced and distributed throughout New York and the country. Inexpensive
pamphlets, newspapers, journals, broadsides, circulars, and other forms of progaganda were
a main target of its investigation. The committee felt that this propaganda had great influence
in generating sympathy for revolutionary philosophies among immigrant workers and other
groups. Many of the materials in this series were cited in the committee's final report to support
educational recommendations aimed at countering the alleged harmful influence of radical
propaganda.

The majority of the material was produced during the 1917-1919 period, although some
individual items pertaining to the early development of socialist thought date from the late
1800s. Most of the material was published in New York, Chicago or other American cities;
a large number of items were also produced in Russia or in various European countries.
Approximately 75% of the material is in a foreign language while the remaining 25% is in
English. Russian language material predominates but there is also a large quantity of material
in Ukrainian, Lithuanian, and other languages. Some pamphlets' titles have been translated by
New York State Archives staff.
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The collected propaganda covers the entire spectrum of radical topics investigated by the
committee such as socialism and related topics (anarchism, bolshevism, communism, Marxism,
etc.), capitalism, labor, pacifism, and anti-militarism. There is a wealth of material pertaining
to social, economic, and political conditions in the United States, Russia, and other countries.
Included are writings of Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Nicolai Lenin, Leon Trotsky, and lesser
known leaders of socialist movements in Russia and European countries.

The records are divided into sections with each section containing material relating to the broad
topic outlined above.

Section 1, English Language Pamphlets, ca. 1890-1919, contains approximately 400
pamphlets, most published in New York, Chicago, or elsewhere in the United States. In addition
to topics pertaining to European conditions, these pamphlets relate to socialist developments
in the United States. They include writings of American radicals such as Eugene Debs, Emma
Goldman, Jack London, Scott Nearing, and others. There is also material relating to anti-radical
groups, particularly the American Defense Society and the National Security League.

Section 2, Russian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, consists of approximately 175
pamphlets published either in the United States or Russia. Folders contain an English
translation of the title and publisher.

Section 3, Ukrainian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, contains approximately 100
pamphlets, most published in New York City.

Section 4, Lithuanian Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, contains approximately 150
pamphlets, the majority published in Philadelphia, Chicago, or other American cities.

Section 5, Yiddish and Lettish (Latvian) Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, contains
approximately 150 pamphlets.

Section 6, Miscellaneous Foreign Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, contains approximately
200 foreign language pamphlets, the majority in either German, Finnish, or Hungarian. Other
languages found are Italian, Czech, and Polish. Most were published in the United States.

Section 7, Translated Abstracts of Foreign Language Pamphlets, ca. 1900-1919, consists of
English language abstracts of portions of approximately forty foreign language pamphlets,
relating principally to the Industrial Workers of the World, the Jewish Socialist Federation,
Soviet Russia, and the Union of Russian Workers.

Section 8, Translated Abstracts of Foreign Language Newspapers, ca. 1900-1919, consists
of English language abstracts of articles appearing in approximately twenty foreign language
newspapers, both American and foreign.

Section 9, Suspected Radical Periodicals File, ca. 1900-1919, consists of articles or entire
issues of approximately thirty American and foreign journals. Both English language and foreign
language journals are included.
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Section 10, Suspected Radical Broadsides, Circulars, and Leaflets File, ca. 1900-1919,
consists of approximately 100 items issued and distributed by suspected radical groups. Both
English and foreign language items are included; most were produced in the United States.
Many of the items advertise protest meetings, speeches, or similar organized events. The
majority of the items are arranged under several headings, including the I.W.W., Russia,
women, Workers Defense Union, and Yiddish.

Section 11, Suspected Radical Books File, ca. 1900-1919, consists of 35 books relating to
various topics examined by the committee. The books were published in several foreign
countries and in New York, Philadelphia, and elsewhere in the United States. Several of the
books are in English, the rest in Lithuanian, Finnish, Russian, and Yiddish.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Other Finding Aids

Available at Repository

Alphabetical list of authors and list of English translations of Ukrainian and Czech pamphlet
titles is available at the repository.

Container or folder list to each section is available at the repository.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Use of Records

Access Restrictions

There are no restrictions regarding access to or use of this material.

Alternate Formats AvailableAlternate Formats Available

Microfilm is available for use at the New York State Archives or through interlibrary loan.
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Administrative Information

Custodial History

This series was originally accessioned as boxes 25-27, 42-46, 46a, and 48 of old collection
#281, accessions -236 and -237.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Access Terms

• Pamphlets
• Anti-communist movements--New York (State)
• Philosophy, Ukrainian
• Capitalism
• Documenting radicalism
• Radicalism--New York (State)
• New York (State)
• Philosophy, Lithuanian
• Jewish radicals--United States
• Communism--United States
• Labor--United States
• Pacifism
• Soviet Union--History--Revolution, 1917-1921
• Socialism--United States
• Investigating radicalism
• Goldman, Emma, 1869-1940.
• Frothingham, Arthur L. (Arthur Lincoln), 1859-
• Richardson, Noble Asa, 1858-
• Stefansson, Vilhjalmur, 1879-1962.
• Federation for Child Study (U.S.)
• Hunter, Robert, 1874-1942.
• London, Jack, 1876-1916.
• Sawdon, H.E.
• Silver, Grace Verne, 1889-
• Mills, Walter Thomas, 1856-1942.
• Ransome, Arthur, 1884-1967.
• Adler, Friedrich, 1879-1960.
• Pannekoek, Anton, 1873-1960.
• Slobodin, Henry L.
• Dannenberg, Karl.
• Lenin, Vladimir Il'ich, 1870-1924
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• Shedd, Kendrick Philander, 1876-1953.
• Luxemburg, Rosa, 1871-1919.
• Engdahl, John Louis, 1884-
• Gordon, Fred George Russ, 1860-
• Henderson, Arthur, 1863-1935.
• Collins, Charles Wallace, 1879-1964.
• Warbasse, Agnes D. (Agnes Dyer), 1877-1945.
• Eastman, Max, 1883-1964.
• Industrial Workers of the World
• Sullivan, J.W. (James William), 1848-
• Watson, Thomas E. (Thomas Edward), 1856-1922.
• Kirkpatrick, George.
• Easley, Ralph M. (Ralph Montgomery), b1858.
• Nearing, Scott, 1883-
• Eastwood, Frank M.
• West, Henry Litchfield, 1859-
• Donaldson, William.
• Atkinson, Henry A., 1877-1960.
• Wilshire, Henry Gaylord, 1861-
• National Security League
• Walling, William English, 1877-1936.
• Salvation Army of America
• Hoover, Herbert, 1874-1964
• Stedman, Seymour.
• Waton, Harry.
• Tippy, Worth M. (Worth Marion), 1866-1961.
• Russell, Charles Edward, 1860-1941.
• Kautsky, Karl, 1854-1938
• Weitz, Louis.
• Birth Control League of Massachusetts
• Marx, Karl, 1818-1883.
• Kelley, Florence, 1859-1932
• Lafargue, Paul, 1842-1911.
• Williams, Albert Rhys, 1883-1962.
• Germer, Adolph.
• League of Women Voters of New York State
• Karsner, David, 1889-1941
• Debs, Eugene V. (Eugene Victor), 1855-1926
• Beck, James Montgomery, 1861-1936.
• Workers Defense Union
• Marcy, Mary E., 1877-1922.
• Ricker, A.W. (Allen W.)
• Willoughby, William F. (William Franklin), b.1867.
• Engels, Friedrich, 1820-1895.
• Haywood, William D., 1869-1928.
• Hunt, Alice Riggs, 1884-
• Hillquit, Morris, 1869-1933.
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• Sanial, L. (Lucien), b.1836.
• Korngold, Ralph, 1886-
• Berger, Victor L. (Victor Luitpold), 1860-1929.
• Nuorteva, Santeri, 1881-1929.
• Fairchild, E.C.
• Roberts, Richard, 1874-
• Tucker, Irwin St. John, 1886-1982.
• Sinclair, Upton, 1878-1968.
• Riebe, Ernest.
• Radek, Karl, 1885-1939.
• Rand School of Social Science
• Recht, Charles.
• Berenberg, David P., 1890-1974.
• Kahn, Otto H., 1867-1934
• Lippmann, Walter, 1889-1974.
• Stallard, S.M.
• Works, John D. (John Downey), 1847-1928.
• Olin, John M. (John Meyers), 1851-1924.
• Browne, Louis Edgar, 1891-1951.
• Lewis, Austin, 1865-1944.
• O'Hare, Kate Richards, 1877-1948.
• Slayton, J.W. (John W.)
• Mauro, Philip, 1859-1952.
• Spargo, John, 1876-1966.
• Simons, Algie M., 1870-1950.
• Ameringer, Oscar, 1870-1943.
• Cupples, Horace Greeley, 1864-
• Trotsky, Leon, 1879-1940.
• Magnes, Judah Leon, 1877-1948.
• Ward, Harry Frederick, 1873-1966.
• Russell, George William, 1867-1935.
• National Civil Liberties Bureau (U.S.)
• Tridon, Andre, 1877-
• Morris, Robert C.
• Kropotkin, Petr Alekseevich, kni#a#z', 1842-1921
• Robbins, Hayes, 1873-1941.
• Willoughby, Westel Woodbury, 1867-1945.
• Noyes, William H.
• Chappell, Winifred L.
• Johnson, Frederick Ernest, 1884-
• Vail, Charles H. (Charles Henry), b.1866.
• Kerr, Charles H., 1860-1944
• Herron, George Davis, 1862-1925.
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